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Wonders of Waste bags Christmas Newsheet 2011
Happy Christmas to you all from WoW Philippines.  We are done with another years work and are all partied out.  It was a busy last weekend Dec 17 and 18 as I had 2 back to back parties.  We had a lunch time party in Pampanga, meaning it began at 11.00 am & finished at 4!!! There were lots of party games, lots of singing and huge amounts of chatting and laughing.  
After the party in Pampanga I cleared up and headed out to get the bus to Manila.  I had not known about a huge lantern festival which was taking place near the bus terminus….. there were about 20,000 people gathered to watch a lighting show -Pampanga is called the Christmas capital of the Philippines and is famous for its giant Christmas lanterns…. It took the bus about 1.5 hours to crawl through the crowd and on to the motorway, it usually takes about 10 mins.  Not for the first time I said the ‘serenity prayer‘ (God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change) and tried to enjoy the forced relaxation.  

The party for WoW Malate was in the evening, our office is on the 4th floor of the parish social services building and there were parties for different groups taking place on 3 different floors! As in Pampanga we had lots of different games, lots of chat and a nice time together. 

Everyone got what is called here ‘a Christmas giveaway’ which is a bag containing traditional Christmas food – spaghetti, spaghetti sauce, cheese, cans of fruit cocktail, cream, coffee, sugar, cooking oil and soft drinks.  Families prepare a meal with their give away to share on the evening of Dec 24. I have never been able to find out how this particular combination of goods came to be identified with Christmas but the shops are just teeming with baskets made up with these goodies. Most of the items are produced by Del Monte or Dole so I have often wondered if they had a creative marketing manager in the past who started a tradition!!!  Everyone will also have a New Year Bonus based on their earnings for the year.  The women who had opted into the saving scheme also were given their savings with interest so between all that everyone went home happy.  

I have done some end of year figures and Eddie remains our champion pouch collector – this year his total was 27,470 and Rina is our top sewer making 871 bags with only 3 mistakes for the whole year!!!

Some of the profits from the sales of bags have been used to help Eddie build a small concrete house.  In 2006 he bought a small plot of land and began to use his monthly income from pouch collection to repay the loan he had taken from a relative.  
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When he was evicted from his house in 2009 the resettlement area they were allocated was really terrible so he build a temporary house on his little plot.  For the last 2 years bit by bit he has built a more permanent house with electricity and also a water pump. Some WoW profits have helped pay for the materials and he and his 4 boys have done the labour, I was really hoping it would be competed for Christmas and I could include a photo but the cost of roofing materials increased in Nov and he has decided to wait for a while and see will they go back down so they won’t be moving in for this Christmas. 

This kind of assistance and the sponsorship of the 8 students in Mindanao & 1 in Pampanga is possible because of the work which each of you do in partnership with WoW.  Between Oct and Nov we sent 13 boxes of WoW bags to various parts of the world – more than 1,400 bags representing a lot of work but also a lot of hope for a better life for all who are involved in collecting pouches, sewing bags and helping to protect the environment from waste plastic. This year we turned 59,694 plastic pouches into 3,006 lovely bags. Your support and help is making a difference to a small group of people, Remy has been able to save enough money to redecorate her home, Leny is going to use her savings to have a 70th birthday for her mother and Mari will pay towards her land title. These are big achievements for poor people but they are only possible because of your help, support and interest.  Change is happening slowly – one pouch at a time!!!
This year WoW had new partners in Ware in England, in Maynooth & West Limerick in Ireland & in Australia – so thanks to you all for joining in.  ‘Older’ WoW partners also sold bags at churches, craft fairs and in an old folks residential home where the pencil cases were a big hit as many people bought them for their grandchildren.  I appreciate the time and effort that each sale demands of you and am so grateful for it.  Thanks also to those of you who ordered Christmas cards from  Fr Vinny Busch’s project in Mindanao – they have  had a very successful year. 
So now I plan to have some time doing as little as possible and hope you can do the same.  

Happy Christmas from all of us & best wishes for the New Year…when I hope we might welcome a few more of you on a visit…..
MANY THANKS and much love 

Helen and all at WoW. 
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WoW Pampanga L-R  Eddie, Michelle, Helen, Rina,  Lisa, Remy & Leny
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Helen Lisa & Michelle in deep concentration during a game
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Rina, Leny & Remy relaxing after lunch
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Eddie & Edmar compete in a guessing game.
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WoW Malate L-R back: Marivic, Edith, Myra, Gaudiene.  Front Mari, Beth & Sandra





�





L-R Beth, Myra, Edith, Marivic & Mari
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WoW partners in Maynooth College
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A very colourful WoW display at  the Sacred Heart of Jesus & St Joseph Parish, Ware.
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Beth & Edith playing the ‘egg game’ – don’t ask!








