What is the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults?

What if | am already baptised in
another Christian Church?

RCIA is a period of progressive conversion
which includes particular ceremonies, leading
adults through Christian Baptism, Confirmation
and the Eucharist into full Communion with the

Catholic Church.

= Catechumens — those who will be fully
initiated through Baptism, Confirmation and
the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil.

= Candidates — those already Baptised, who
will be Confirmed and receive the Eucharist
at the Easter Vigil.

A journey of Falth what is lnvolved’?

The RCIA programme leads those who are
already baptised in non-Catholic churches into

full communion with the Cathoho Church

Can I join the RCIA programme rf | am
already baptised as a Catholic but
have not been Confirmed?

For adults who are already baptised Catholics,

the RCIA programme offers an opportunity to
complete their Christian initiation, and receive
the Sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist at
the Easter Vigil.

The Church recognises four stages in the RCIA
process:

= Enquiry — when a person approaches the
Church community with an interest in Christ,
and questions about faith and Christian life.

= Catechumenate — a period of time during
which a person is prepared for Christian
baptism, responding to instruction with a
deepening response to the Gospel of Christ.

= Preparation for Sacraments — during the
season of Lent there is preparation for
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, to be
received at the Easter Vigil.

= Mystagogy — ‘sharing the mysteries’ when
new Catholics receive further instruction
about the sacraments, the Church and
Christian witness.

What if | am not ready at the end of

the programme?

Although we have a parish programme to assist
individuals in becoming a Catholic, RCIA is
really a process by which the Church
accompanies those who hear the call of God
and become disciples of Jesus Christ. It is a
journey of conversion and for some will take

Ionger than the period set out in this programme.

How do | Jom the RCIA programme?

If you are interested in learning more about
becoming a Catholic, and are considering joining
the RCIA programme, you will need to speak
with Fr John or with the programme catechists
Dcn Adrian and Mary Hallett. They will help you
to decide, and ask you to fill out the relevant
form.
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RCIA (the of Christian Initiation for Adults)

RCIA is for non-Catholic adults who wish to
learn more about the Catholic Faith, and
who might be considering becoming full

members of the Catholic Church.



2011

December

June
‘Come and See’ - 1
| 16" »  What is RCIA?
! 1.30pm / =  Whois it for?
. 8.00pm = Where will it take me?
‘Come and See’ — 2
L = RCIA programme
| 1.30pm / = Resources {
8.00pm = Meet past ‘RClAers’
| SUMMER BREAK
; September o= PR Tt Yol SRS
| ~sag 1~ Start of a journey
29"1 2 Meamng Of = Ut T LA Sy
october
6" 3-incamaton ‘1
a3 |a- Law and Commandments ir
20th M5 Drscussmn and prayer HEE R ‘
BREAK
e Novem bér ot e
10" 6 — Life of Christ
17m7 Vmues and v;ces
o | g- Trlnlty and Church
Méat 26th the of Acceptance as Catechumenswmv

April
5" HOLY THURSDAY
Evenrng I\/lass of the Lord s Supper
6" GOOD FRIDAY
Celebratron of the Lord s Passron
70 HOLY SATURDAY
Easter Vigil
the of Christian lnltlatlon
Sun 8" E \ST R SUNDAY
19" Mystagogy 1
May
g™ Mystagoy - 2

lass for new Catholics
June

1 9 - Liturgy and Sacraments
8th 710 Drscussron and prayer P i
BREAK
2012 ;
January
B Scripture and Tradmon d
Tyt 12— Mary and Last Thmgs
26" 13 — Eucharist and the Mass
February “
o™ 14 — Cathohc Devotions
gh 18 Drscussron and Pray‘er
Wed Ash Wednesday start of Lent” 1,
22™
S F|rstSundayof o B
25" 26" Rite of Election at Cathedral
BREAK
0 e
1 16 — Grace and Beatitudes
s Confessron et
0"’/1 1"’ 3 Sunday of Lent Frrst Scrutiny
15" | 18- Commumon
17"/18" | 4" Sunday of Lent - - Second Scrutiny
e Gt ere P A )
24"/25% vw5"' Sunday of Lent - Thlt’d Scrutmy
v 29th | 20— D|scussron & Prayer and

Preparation for Easter Vigil

| Start of new prograrnme |

The RCIA Programme runs from June with
‘Come and See’ evenings, when those who are
interested in joining the group can meet the
catechists and discuss what is involved.

Programme sessions are usually on a Thursday
either 1.30pm to 3.00pm or 8pm to 9.30pm.

Sessions include talks, discussion and prayer.
There will also be practical sessions on

receiving the sacraments.

The ‘Journey of Faith’ has a number of steps
which include the Rite of Acceptance for
‘enquirers’ who wish to carry on with the

programme; and the Rite of Election for those

who are ready to go forward to a period of

Scrutiny and Initiation.

For those who are ready, the RCIA programme
leads to full Initiation into the Catholic Church

through Baptism, Confirmation and Communion,

received at the Easter Vigil.



