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Celebrating your Marriage

At

The Church of the Sacred Heart and 

St Joseph

Ware
Dear Engaged Couple

Welcome to our Church where you have decided to celebrate your wedding.  We welcome you on behalf of the whole community of this parish who meet here each week to share their faith in Jesus Christ.

We hope this leaflet will help you in your important preparation for the beginning of your married lives.

*********

DOCUMENTS YOU WILL NEED

The Catholic partner(s) will need a Baptismal Certificate which is less than six months’ old (thus your original one is not sufficient).   You can obtain this by sending a stamped addressed envelope to the Church of your Baptism, stating that you need a Baptism Certificate as you are getting married and giving your full name and date of birth.

The Baptism Certificate should also contain details of your Confirmation (if you have been confirmed); if it does not, you should either show the Priest your original Confirmation Certificate or obtain a copy from the Church where you were confirmed.
For non-Catholics who are baptised (Christened): 

You should produce either your original Baptismal Certificate or a more recent copy from the Church where you were baptised.  If this is not possible, then a letter from parents stating that you are baptised is required.  No Confirmation Certificate is required.

FOR BOTH PARTIES TO THE MARRIAGE (either Catholic or non-Catholic, either baptised or not baptised):

We will need written proof that you are not already validly married or that you have not entered into a Civil Partnership.

Each of you is required to sign a ‘Statutory Declaration’ form in the presence of a Solicitor.  The forms will be given to you here in the parish.

CERTIFICATE OR LICENCE

Each party to the marriage must obtain a Certificate or Licence from the Civil Registrar, authorising the Priest to solemnise your marriage.  These are obtained from the Registrar of Marriages, Births & Deaths in the area where the parties reside.  In the Borough of Hertford, the Registrar of Marriages, Births & Deaths is in Hertford, Tel. 01992 555591.  If you live outside the Borough of Hertford, the address and ‘phone number of your local Registrar is in your local ‘phone book or library.  

The Certificate or Licence will be handed to you at a pre-arranged date, and must be given immediately to the Priest here.  Without these two Certificates or Licences the Priest will not be able to marry you.

THE CEREMONY

We want to make this a very happy and fulfilling day for you.  You will be able to discuss with the Priest a number of options for the ceremony, including the Readings from Scripture and Bidding Prayers.  All the Readings (except the Gospel which is read by the Priest) can be read by one of your family or friends.  However, we will be discussing the whole ceremony with you.  You may wish to have the marriage during Nuptial Mass (and this is allowed even if one partner is not a Catholic).  You can discuss the music and hymns with our organist.

Should you wish, the Priest will be happy for you to have a rehearsal for your big day.  As few or as many people as you wish may attend this rehearsal.

Photography & Video are permitted in Church, but this should be discussed with the Priest before the day of the wedding.

Traditional confetti, rose petals or rice can be thrown outside the Church, but ‘plastic covered’ confetti is not allowed.

CHURCH FEES

There will be fees payable for the certificate and registration on the day, for the organist and for the church. Please ask on your first appointment with the Priest/Deacon.
DIOCESAN FEES

If the marriage is between one Catholic and one who is not a Catholic, the Priest has to apply to the Bishop for permission for the marriage to take place.  When this occurs the Marriage Papers have to be forwarded to the Bishop, together with a cheque, which should be made payable to WRCDT (Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trustee) and given to the Priest before the papers are forwarded to the Bishop. The Priest/Deacon will advise you of the amount payable.
FLOWERS

Our flower arrangers will be pleased to arrange your flowers in the Church for you, free of charge.  If you decide on this method, please buy them yourselves and have them delivered to the Church the day before your wedding.  Should you wish to avail yourselves of this service, then please contact Mrs Jean McAleer (01920 467531). Alternatively, you may wish to have completed displays delivered by a florist direct to the Church.  The choice is yours.

It is essential to contact Mrs McAleer to discuss your requirements as soon as possible.

When you order your flowers from the florist, it is important to order at the same time sufficient large blocks of oasis.

Should you wish to have flowers for pew ends, please ask the florist to make them up and deliver them to the Presbytery.  We will put them in place according to your requirements.

Florists can of course deliver completed arrangements to the Presbytery.  These will be put in place by us.

It is customary to leave flowers in the church for other weekend services,  but should you wish, they can be taken away to the reception.  Please ensure that the Priest knows what is to happen to the flowers after the Wedding ceremony.

may the lord bless you both

