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CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

AND ST. JOSEPH, WARE

Tel. 01920 462140

Fax 01920 486251

e.mail: brianward@rcdow.org.uk
website: www.sacredheartware.com
1st January 2006

The year 2006 is to be a very special and significant year for me. In May I will be celebrating 45 years as a priest. But even more significantly, I have to give you the news that I will be retiring at the end of February.
I have thought and prayed long and hard about this important decision in my life. At the moment, although my health is not always good, I am generally in good form. I do not want to wait until I can only give 50% to my work and may become somewhat of a burden to the parish. I have been fortunate in that I have been happy in every parish in which I have served. But this parish has been very special to me; that is particularly true because of the prayers, love and support of our wonderful Carmelite Community.
As you know, it was a great challenge when I arrived three years ago. Numbers attending Mass were down and both the Presbytery and Church were in a very poor state. TOGETHER we now have a parish that we  can all be proud of. Numbers attending Mass have trebled; we have a Church building that is among the finest in the Diocese. My successor will have a wonderful house and Church to come in to, a parish community working together, and a wonderful school. He has a fine foundation on which to build.

The Cardinal promised me there would be a priest available to come to Ware in February – which is the main reason that I decided to go then. I am delighted to announce that Fr. John Gray, at present Parish Priest of St Joseph’s Wembley, is to be my successor. I know that you will all show him the same love and collaboration that you have shown me.
My greatest sadness in my retirement is that I shall miss all of you. There is a great Latin phrase: “Oremus pro invicem – let us pray for each other”. Fr. Brian.

*********************

MASS TIMES 

MONDAY

(BANK HOLIDAY) 
10 a.m.
_____________________________________________________TUESDAY


 10 a.m.                                               
_____________________________________________________WEDNESDAY
           10 a.m.
_____________________________________________________THURSDAY                 Mass at Carmel at 11  a.m.
FRIDAY
Feat of the Epiphany   Mass at 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.

Holyday of Obligation
SATURDAY
   
6.30 p.m. (First Mass of Sunday)
                                               Confessions: 11-11:30 a.m & 5.30 – 6 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________
SUNDAY

          8.30 a.m. & 10.30 a.m.

On Wednesday I will be going for my post-Christmas break, the annual “pilgrimage” with eight other priests. I am grateful to Fr. Michael Stewart who will celebrate the Mass on the Feast of the Epiphany and at the weekend.                                                 _____________________________________________________________________
PRAYERS
Please pray for the soul of Olive Baker who died over the Christmas period. We offer our prayers and sympathy to all her relations. May she rest in peace.
FUTURE DATES:
Meeting of the Finance Committee at 7.30 p.m. on Monday, 30th January.
There will be a meeting of the Parish Council, together with the Finance Committee, on Thursday, 16th February at 7.30 p.m. in the parish hall to meet Fr. John Gray.         _____________________________________________________________________
A THANK YOU
Our grateful thanks go to Tony Harris who designed and made the beautiful windows in the doors of the church as you enter from the porch. They are just magnificent and, as praying hands, remind us that we enter the house of prayer. Thank you very much Tony.

We must also thank the anonymous donors of two new chalices – a very generous gift.                                                                                                                                    

OUR SACRED HEART SCHOOL

A visit was made by the Link Adviser for our School whose report stated that our school was a “good school with many outstanding features and a high educational standard”. In OFSTED terms this is a top report. You may have noticed from the local paper that our school is among the first 25% for attainment in the country. I am sure that we will all offer our congratulations to Clare McDonnell, our Headteacher, and all her staff.
PARISH WEBSITE

You will have noticed that our Website has been unavailable for some time. We are now setting up a new website which will be ready very shortly. We will keep you informed.                
READINGS next week:

IS 55: 1-11        Psalm Is 12: 2-6         I Jn 5:1-9       Mk 1: 7-11
MONEY COUNTING TEAM No.2 this week.

I must personally thank you for your wonderful cards and many gifts at Christmas. Thank you also for the very generous Christmas offering. I wish you all and your families and a very happy New Year. May the Lord bless us all.

