Minutes of J&P meeting 8pm Friday 5 March 2010 

Present: Noreen McAllen, Brian and Patricia Davis, Adrian Cullen, Tim and Hazel Edwards, Montse Casadevall,

Apologies: John Davies, Fr John, Patrick Milne, Mary Hallett, Denise Vaughan-Shaw, Tony Stavrou

1.  Opening Prayer – Noreen

2.  Fair Trade Fortnight

The issue of the Palestinian Fair Trade olive oil farmers being refused entry to Britain was discussed. Should we write to No 10? 

“Make it fair” booklets were handed out by Montse. These contained cards to sign and send to PG, Typhoo etc urging them to start using Fair Trade products. 

Montse also brought a giant inflatable mug of tea for use over the Big Brew weekend 

3. Three year rolling programme

Adrian presented an expanded leaflet for 2010 with various activities under regular headings. Patricia thought we should do something to highlight Prisoners Week in November as well as writing to Prisoners of Conscience in December.

Day for Life was mentioned and more information needed.

Action: Adrian
4. General election guidelines

Epiphany Trust provided links with guidance for voting. These were:

www.electioncrossroads.org.uk This site is now online. Candidates for your area can be found here. 12 questions to ask your candidates can be found at this site.

www.righttolife.org.uk
www.care.org.uk
Publicising the election guidelines and where to find them will start in the Newsletter after Easter.








Action: Brian
Noreen suggested politicians needed policies not arguments and pointed out that George Galloway was effective in what he said last week.

The booklet produced by Archbishop Vincent Nichols and the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales “Choosing the Common Good” states clearly the issues facing Britain. This is available online as a pdf document from www.rcdow.org.uk/diocese/default.asp?library_ref=4&content_ref=2712
After Easter in the run up to the Election, it was decided to enlarge short comments from the booklet and display all the material in the hall to alert parishioners to the availability of the booklet and the questions to ask if they wish to.


Action: Brian
5. Climate Change

There was no particular feedback from the screening of “The Age of Stupid”. The film is being shown as part of Tate Modern’s “Rising to the Climate Challenge” (19/20 March) in which artists and scientists imagine tomorrow’s world.

Are we all too busy to think about climate change?

Does seeing cities ablaze with streets full of offices lit late into the night give us any incentive to “do our bit”? 

Our carbon footprint – this should be on-going with regular reminders.


6. Salvation Army

Hazel said John and Helen were grateful for the offer to collect items again this year. It was proposed that two weekends would be used to publicise collections – 17/18 and 24/25 April. Newsletter item to be prepared.



Action: Hazel

7. Haiti’s debt

Some debts have been cancelled.
8. Diocesan J&P Conference
It was agreed that we should send representatives to the Diocesan J&P Conference this year. The date is 16 October. Tim and Hazel will represent our group. Others welcome to attend.

Barbara Kentish to be informed. 




      
Action: Hazel

9. Any other business

a. Premier Radio’s “Election promise to vote” can be photocopied and be ready to leave at the back of church after Easter.

b. Pax Christi – Noreen explained their ethos: promoting peace for all, highlighting human rights violations (eg threats against Christians re voting in Iraq). Obtain calendar of Pax Christi events.




Action: Noreen Should we arrange a talk for parish? 

c. Peace Sunday in January – on agenda for November.

d. There will be celebrations of Archbishop Oscar Romero’s life in Westminster Cathedral Wednesday 24 March 5.30pm and in Westminster Abbey Sunday 28 March 6.30pm. Newsletter item.




Action: Noreen
e. White Flower appeal £80 was sent from the parish this year. This will be given more prominence next year.




Action: Adrian
9. Date of next meeting – Friday 16 April 8pm 

10. Closing Prayer – Hazel

